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GOP TAX OVERHAUL 
HITS SNAG OVER 
DEFICIT CONCERNS 


BY JIM TANKERSLEY 
& THOMAS KAPLAN 


WASHINGTON 

The Senate Republican 
tax bill, which had appeared 
to be cruising to victory and 
picked up a key swing vote 
Thursday, suffered a signifi- 
cant setback late in the day 
as lawmakers were forced to 
contemplate significant 
changes, including future 
taxincreases, to help pay for 
the legislation. 

The bill’s rapid momen- 


tum came to a grinding, if 
temporary, halt, as senators 
scrambled to find ways to 
raise about $500 billion after 
some members objected to 
moving forward without a 
plan to safeguard against 

ballooning the deficit. 
Lawmakers are now con- 
sidering alternatives, in- 
cluding reinstating the al- 
ternative minimum tax on 
some corporations and 
wealthy individuals, and 
raising the corporate rate 
SEE TAXES • A6 


CPUC RULES AGAINST 
SDG&E IN '07 WILDFIRES 


Panel says utility can’t pass $379 million in costs related to 3 blazes down to ratepayers 


BY ROB NIKOLEWSKI 


The California Public Utilities 
Commission rejected a request 
from San Diego Gas & Electric to 
pass onto ratepayers $379 million in 
costs related to three deadly wild- 
fires that raced through the area 10 
years ago. 

In making the decision, the com- 
missioners ruled SDG&E did not 
reasonably manage and operate its 
facilities leading up to the Witch, 
Guejito and Rice fires that killed two 


people, injured 40 firefighters and 
forced tens of thousands to seek 
shelter at Qualcomm Stadium. The 
three fires combined to destroy 
more than 1,300 homes. 

SDG&E officials have main- 
tained the wildfires that enveloped 
Southern California in October 2007 
represented an unprecedented 
event and insist the utility responsi- 
bly managed its service territory. 

Even though two commissioners 
expressed that their votes were 
“close calls,” all five members voted 


Thursday morning in San Francisco 
to reject the utility’s request. 

If SDG&E’s request had been ap- 
proved, it was estimated the average 
ratepayer would have paid $1.67 
more per month over the span of six 
years. 

The decision has been watched 
closely in relation to the degree Cali- 
fornia utilities are culpable for finan- 
cial damages that could run into the 
billions of dollars for wildfires, par- 
ticularly in rural and remote regions 

SEE WILDFIRES « A13 


PELOSI 
CALLS ON 
CONYERS 
TO RESIGN 


Pressure mounts 
after accusations 
of sex harassment 


BY ELISE VIEBECK 
& DAVID WEIGEL 


WASHINGTON 

House Democratic lead- 
ers called on Rep. John 
Conyers to resign Thursday, 
increasing pressure on the 
veteran law- 
maker to 
leave office 
amid multi- 
ple allega- 
tions that he 
sexually har- 
assed female 


Rep. John aides. 
Conyers House Mi- 
nority Leader 


Nancy Pelosi, D-San Fran- 
cisco, and her three depu- 
ties, including the House’s 
highest-ranking African 
American, South Carolina 
Rep. James Clyburn, said 
Conyers must step down, af- 
ter one of his accusers de- 
tailed her experience on na- 
tional television. 

“Zero tolerance means 
consequences for everyone,” 
Pelosi said at a news confer- 
ence. “No matter how great 
the legacy, it is no license to 
harass or discriminate. In 
fact, it makes it even more 
disappointing.” 

Clyburn noted that Cony- 
ers, 88, had already stepped 
down as the ranking Democ- 
rat on the House Judiciary 
Committee. “I told Conyers 
several days ago that I 
thought it was in his best in- 
terest that he do the same 
for his constituents that he 
did for his colleagues here,” 

SEE CONYERS « All 


SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY 


San Diego State says the capacity of 35,000-seat Aztec Stadium could be expanded if the NFL returned. 


AZTEC STADIUM’ TOUTED 
FOR SDSU MISSION VALLEY 


$250 million cost is 70% more than planned; venue would open in ’22 


BY ROGER SHOWLEY 
& JEANETTE STEELE 


San Diego State University’s long- 
awaited Aztec Stadium would cost 
$250 million, 70 percent more than 
originally planned, officials said 
Thursday when they rolled out de- 
tails for the 35,000-seat facility in Mis- 
sion Valley. 

The project would be funded from 
taxable revenue bonds backed by 
stadium income. Annual debt pay- 
ments are projected at about $15 mil- 
lion. The payback sources could in- 
clude concessions, sports teams’ 


ACEE WEIGHS IN ON PLAN 


BD D1 - Columnist Kevin Acee writes 
that lots of good work went into the 
proposal, but many questions remain. 


fees, donor contributions and spon- 
sorships. Student fees and state 
funds are not being counted on to 
make up any gap. 

The stadium could open by the 
2022 football season if voters approve 
a planned ballot initiative next year 
and the city reaches agreement with 
the university to sell the 166-acre site. 
A rival soccer-centric plan by a La 


Jolla investment group will appear 
onthe same Nov. 6, 2018, ballot. 

At a rally at SDCCU Stadium, 
destined for demolition when the 
new stadium opens in the northwest 
corner of the site, project architects 
also said they want to create a sta- 
dium with an outdoorsy, “intimate” 
atmosphere that would also suit pro- 
fessional soccer and other sports. 

The university found that the 
costs of building the newest col- 
legiate stadiums have been higher 
than expected. SDSU is also factor- 
ing in projected inflation over the 

SEE STADIUM « A8 


“SDSU fans have long dreamed of a day we would return 
Aztec football to campus. That final journey begins today.” 


John David Wicker, SDSU athletic director 


MEXICAN 
MIGRANT 
NOT GUILTY 
IN FATAL 
SHOOTING 


S.F. incident fueled 
national debate on 
illegal immigration 


BY MATT STEVENS 
& THOMAS FULLER 


An unauthorized Mexi- 
can immigrant was acquit- 
ted of murder and man- 
slaughter charges Thursday 
in the killing of Kathryn 
Steinle, whose death while 
out walking 
on a San 
Francisco 
pierbecamea 
touchstone in 
the national 
debate over 


1 immigration 
Jose Ines fueled by 
Garcia Donald 
Zarate Trump. 
The man, 


Jose Ines Garcia Zarate, 45, 
who was also found not 
guilty of assault with a fire- 
arm, was convicted only of 
being a felon in possession of 
a firearm after a trial that 
lasted more than five weeks. 
His sentence could range 
from 16 months to three 
years. Garcia Zarate has al- 
ready spent more than two 
years in county jail awaiting 
trial. A sentencing date had 
not yet been set. 

The president called the 


verdict “disgraceful” on 
Twitter late Thursday. 
“No wonder the people of 


our Country are so angry 
with Illegal Immigration,” 
Trump wrote. 

Steinle’s death in July 
2015 fed into a fierce debate 
over whether immigrants 

SEE SHOOTING « A14 


JIM NABORS 
1930-2017 


ACTOR STARRED 
AS GOMER PYLE 


Jim Nabors, who starred as 
Gomer Pyle in two TV shows 
while pursuing a second 
career as a Singer, died 
Thursday at 87. Story, A2 


FIRST TENT FOR HOMELESS TO OPEN TODAY 


Shelter staff will 
provide counseling, 
health services 

BY GARY WARTH 


The first of three large 
tents to temporarily house 
hundreds of homeless peo- 
ple is scheduled to open to- 
day, and the people behind 
the plan stress that these 
will be far more than shel- 
ters. 

Dozens of people will 
work inside the tents to pro- 


vide basic services and secu- 
rity, but many others will be 
tasked with helping people 
find housing and overcome 
issues that contribute to 
homelessness. 

“Our HR department is 
really exhausted,” Father 
Joe’s Villages Chief Program 
Officer Ruth Bruland said 
about hiring people to staff 
the tent the nonprofit will 
open in mid-December. 

The staff will include 
housing navigators, or peo- 
ple who help the homeless 
find rental units. Others will 
provide counseling for ad- 


dictions and mental health 
issues, while San Diego 
County officials will provide 
health screenings, flu shots 
and other services. 

While the tents will look 
like updated versions of the 
ones the city had used to op- 
erate its winter shelter pro- 
gram that ended two years 
ago, they are referred to as 
bridge housing, meaning 
they are intended as a tem- 
porary stay for people on 
track to finding a permanent 
place to live. 

“If you think about it, it’s 

SEE TENT ° A10 


K.C. ALFRED U-T 


The first of three temporary homeless shelters is 
scheduled to open today on Newton Avenue at 
16th Street near the MTS Transit Center. 
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SANTA CLAUS CLEAR OUT EVENT: 


2018 GMC CANYON 


POWER WINDOW, POWER DOOR 
LOCKS, ALLOY WHEELS & MORE! 


$19,995 


NCBCG PRICE 


North County Buick GMC 
2018 GMC TERRAIN 


LEASE S PER MONTH 
FOR + TAX FOR 


24 MONTHS 


TOTAL 
SAVINGS 
FROM MSRP 


$10,000 


$5,000 Dealer Discount + $4,000 Manufacture Trade In Rebate* + $1,000 Manufacture Rebate = $10,000 total 
savings from MSRP All advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer 
document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. *Must trade in 
‘99 or newer vehicle (excludes salvage title). 5 at this savings. All units subject to prior sale. Excludes leases. 


$199 per month + tax for 24 months. 20,000 miles allowed for lease term $.25 per mile 
thereafter. $1,495 customer cash + $3,100 Factory Rebate = $4,595 total due at lease signing. 
Includes all fees and first payment. No security deposit required. On approved credit. Some 
customers may not qualify to lease. 5 at this payment 


5 at this price 
All advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. All units subject to prior sale. Exp. 12/4/17 
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